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Update Dark Time Firmware Windows 7 english 
 
 
You’ve got 3 zip files, which contain several single files you need. 
 
1) darktime_Vx.xx_fw_c_jjmmdd.zip    
 
is the zipped file with the new firmware. 
  
'Vx.xx' is the current version 'jjmmdd' the date when the version was compiled . 
 
You should unzip the file and get a so named ...HEX file  which is the file you can later 
download into the Darktime. 
 
2) mchpusb.zip 
    
contains some  files you need to install the driver to communicate with the DarkTime. F.e 
some .sys, inf. –files. 
You should unzip the files in a folder  called ‘mchpusb’  f.e. on the desktop  
 
The update process uses a usb driver, which is totally different/separated from the USB 
Midi driver the DarkTime uses in normal operation mode over usb.  
So normally this update driver is not available in your windows system and you need to 
install it only once for every first time used usb port and later on it will then be available 
there for all future updates. 
 
 
3) pdfsusb.zip    
 
contains some files you need to communicate with the DarkTime from the windows PC.  
The main program is called pdfsusb.exe and is used to load the  HEX file 1) and send it 
non-volatile to the Darktime. 
You should unzip the files in a folder  called ‘pdfsusb’  f.e. on the desktop  
 
 
 
4)  The bottom cover of the DarkTime has to be removed  (four crosshead screws at the 
edges).
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5) You should see the above situation. 
 
In the red circle the region of the jumpers, we now need, are marked.  
( could be 2 or 3 jumpers, depends of the DT version, here we have 2 jumpers) 
 
 

Above Picture you now see which jumper we exactly need for starting the update mode. 
(Red circle) 
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6) Remove only  the one jumper marked with the red cirlce in the picture. 
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7) Connect the DarkTime with the power supply. 

It seems now that the device didn't work any more, you will not get any reaction when 
you press any button/switch and leds will light in a random pattern. 

If this is so, than it's o.k. and you're hopefully in the udpate mode, which is separated 
totally from the normal operation mode. 

Connect DarkTime and Windows PC with the USB cable. 

 

8)  Win7 could not find the device ( because no suited driver is installed) 

 
Device Manager will show it as unknown…. 

 

Right-click on ‚unknown device’ and select the „update driver „ function.. 
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Following window will  appear: 

 

9)  Select  ‘Browse my computer for driver software’
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10) Select  the MCHPUSB folder  with the  .sys - files   

„ 

Select   ‘Next’ 
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Now Win7 installs the correct driver. 
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After that the DarkTime will be shown as 

“Custom USB Device”  “Microchip Custom USB Device”
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11) Now start PDFSUSB.exe (from pdfsusb folder) in ADMINISTRATOR mode. 

If you start  it in USER mode you cannot select the Microchip Custom USB Device in 
the  
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Now switch to  „Select PICDEM FS USB Board“ ‘PICDEM FS USB 0 (Boot)’. 

Select PICDEM FS USB Board’ menu. 

 
Once more, if you’ve haven’t started the program in administrator mode you will not 
see anything in the pulldown menu. 

 

12) Now click ‚Load HEX’ 
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And select the DarkTime OS.HEX file – see 1). 
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13) Now click "Program Device" and wait till you read :  
 
MESSAGE - Programming FLASH Completed “ 

ATTENTION:  Only click on these two buttons – never use other functions as ‘Read 
Device’,’Erase device’ ….. if you do this by mistake don’t go on in the update process 
and don’t click on "Program Device", but better leave the program and restart at 11) 
 

 

14) O.K. – You made it!  

- Now remove power and usb cable.  
 

- Reinstall the the jumper you've just remove. 
 
That's it. 
  
You Devive should now work as before ..... but with the new firmware and hopefully some 
bugs less. 
 

Thanks to all users who managed this update successfully and special for help from Mike Borshoff 


